A VIEW FROM THE FORUM (REPORT OF JULY 14/15 NPF MEETING)

The NPF considered the six second stage documents which had been drafted by the six Policy commissions (PCs), or rather by the officials servicing the PCs since few PCs are functioning as they should. The six documents were Britain in the World,

Education and Skills, Health, Crime Justice Citizenship and Equalities, Creating Sustainable Communities, Prosperity and Work. There are a lot of policy gaps in the documents and at the NPF the Unions drew attention to these (for example, there is no commitment to parity in pay from day one for agency/temporary workers, no commitment to evaluate PFI despite an Annual Conference decision that this should be done, no reference to information and consultation rights for unions (over plant closures for example), no balanced debate over ID cards). However, there is a commitment that ‘local authorities should play a key role in strategies for delivering affordable housing. We should support the building of council homes as well as housing association homes where it is good value for money’.

At the NPF Ian MCCartney resigned as Chair and Pat McFadden was slotted in as his replacement.

There was also a session, led by Harriet Harman, on Gordon Brown’s consultation document, ‘Extending and Renewing Party Democracy’. In her presentation Harriet admitted that the ‘contemporary’ criteria for Conference motions were artificial and caused unnecessary problems.

The six documents will be sent to CLPs for comment and presented to Conference in late September. Next Spring, the final stage documents will be drawn up and circulated. CLPs will then have an opportunity to activate the following new procedure: CLPs will have the right to draft amendments to these documents and submit them to the NPF. At the NPF, interested members will be able to pick up these amendments and progress them at Warwick II in 2008. If the amendments are not adopted by the NPF, they have the chance of becoming Minority Positions, with the right to be voted on at Annual Conference 2008. So fellow activists, get drafting in the springtime and please send a copy of any amendments to CLPD (10 Park Drive, London NW11 7SH )or telephone Peter Willsman 0208 854 7326.

