NEWS FROM THE NEC (A report of the July NEC by Peter Willsman, CLP representative on the NEC for the Centre Left Grassroots Alliance. 
Gordon Brown’s First NEC as Leader

Gordon Brown stressed the importance of rebuilding the Party and regaining lapsed members. In relation to getting more people involved, he said we can learn lessons from groups like Make Poverty History. He said a key job of every minister was to engage with the Party and keep members fully informed. In response to questions, the new leader made commitments concerning new powers for local government, top priority to affordable housing, greater efforts to end the two-tier workforce in the public sector and address the exploitation of workers in the private sector, including the plight of the vulnerable migrant workers. As to equal pay and women’s rights, he promised that our new Deputy-Leader, Harriet Harman, would make a statement in Parliament that afternoon. He also stated that a much greater effort must be made on adult learning and that TU expertise could be enlisted here. He emphasised that the central focus of our Government must always be the concerns of working people and their families. On private equity there is a review in progress. He undertook also to get the troops out of Iraq, but said there cannot be an  ‘artificial timetable’. He made a commitment to working with the Unions and batted away a number of objections to Digby Jones; broadening the Government’s base is for him a sign of our strength, but he admitted that some of the newcomers may say things that are ‘out of order’. Finally he stressed the importance of giving CLPs, Unions and members a greater involvement in policy making and emphasised that this was the aim of his consultation document ‘Extending and Renewing Party Democracy’. The document has been rushed because Brown wants more involvement for Warwick II, which is next July.

‘EXTENDING AND RENEWING PARTY DEMOCRACY’

The NEC had its first discussion of the document. It was emphasised by several speakers that the outcome of this must be an improvement in the Partnership in Power arrangements and an opportunity, via Annual Conference, for a greater input into Party policy making by CLPs and Unions. The closing date for responses to the consultation is September 14th. A final document will then be drawn up, together with any relevant rule change proposals, and these will be presented to Conference in Bournemouth for discussion and voting.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT – POSITIVE ACTION FOR WOMEN

 The following policy will operate for the selection of candidates for all council elections from 2008:

* For Authorities with all-out elections:

The Regional Director will agree a list of winnable wards with the LGC. In winnable wards, at least one candidate must be a woman. In these wards the balloting will be taken in two parts. Part one will select a woman candidate from among the women on the shortlist and then part two will select the remaining candidates from the remaining shortlist candidates.

*For Authorities with elections where one third or one half of seats are up for election:

In all winnable wards where a sitting councillor is retiring, at least one councillor must be a woman. The Regional Director will, with the LGC, determine which winnable seats will be selected from an all-woman shortlist and which from an open shortlist.

BLACK SOCIALIST SOCIETY (BSS)

The BSS has written to the NEC with four requests and these are being considered and progressed:

*Permission to start consulting with members to change to change the name of BSS.

*Members of the EC of the BSS to be given ex-officio status at Labour’s Annual       Conference.

*Changes to be made to the rules governing the Scottish and the Welsh Labour   Parties and English Regional Boards, so that at least one place on the executive of each body is reserved for a BSS member.

*Amend the Party’s rules to reclassify the CLP ethnic minority officer as a full CLP officer from its current ‘functional’ officer designation.

 ANNUAL CONFERENCE MAJOR CHANGE

This year there will be a change from previous years: the Leader’s speech will be on Monday afternoon and not Tuesday. Late on Tuesday afternoon the important rule changes from CLPs will be tabled. Delegates must make sure they remain in their seats to vote on these rule amendments.

The benighted Policy Seminars are likely to be first thing on Tuesday morning and last thing on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.

Voting for the CAC could be Monday but more likely Tuesday. Voting for the NPF could be Tuesday but more likely Wednesday.

The six NPF documents will be presented to Conference as will the six Policy Commission Reports.

