ANALYSING THAT DEPUTY LEADERSHIP VOTE: PARTY WANTS LEFT SHIFT
Labour’s deputy leadership elections signalled the member’s desire for a shift in government policy to the left. Counting of votes went to five rounds, with the most Blairite candidate, Blears, eliminated first, being the least popular amongst party members and amongst the unions/affiliates. Jon Cruddas, the candidate backed by CLPD, came top in the first round with 19 per cent and was not eliminated till the penultimate round. If the election had been run under a simple first-past the post system he would have won. The 25 June Financial Times expressed concern that ‘Mr Cruddas’s performance suggests many activists and trade unionists are unhappy with the New Labour project.’ He had challenged the government’s record across a range of areas. He regretted his vote for the Iraq war and also called for the government to make a public apology. He promoted the fourth option for direct investment in council housing, opposed further privatisation of the NHS and signalled backing for higher taxes. Despite being a backbencher, at the end of the count he had come third out of the six candidates.

Harriet Harman, who won, defeated Alan Johnson in the fifth round of the count (by 50.43 per cent to 49.56 per cent) having positioned her campaign to the left of the government on the issues of Iraq, Trident, Guantanamo Bay and government spin. Explicitly on Iraq she expressed regret at voting for the war. Johnson positioned himself overwhelmingly as a leadership loyalist. She received most of Cruddas’s next preferences after his vote was eliminated. She also benefited from recognition that the party needs to be more representative of women. Since the election she has distanced herself from the position on Iraq she was identified with during the campaign.
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BOX 3 SOMEWHERE IN GRAY: EXAMINING THAT 2007 TURNOUT





SECTION 1   MPs /MEPs      TURNOUT    99%





SECTION 2   CLPs                 TURNOUT   53%

SECTION 3   AFFIL ORGS   TURNOUT    0.8%   (SOME 3.4 MILLION BALLOT PAPERS  ISSUED)

