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Working Time Directive: End the Opt Out
Support GMB/UCATT/UNITE Emergency

By Richard Ascough - GMB Regional Secretary

(We understand an Emergency
Motion has been accepted by
CAC and that it will be
timetabled today. The GMB has
provided the following article.)

The case for the end of the opt
out in the Working Time
Regulations is over-whelming.
In the debate on our
Emergency, the government are
likely to press a business-
friendly argument.

The principle points of the
union case against the opt out
have been made for many years
and are as follows:-

¢ The health and safety
implications of long hours

The counter-argument that
individuals have a free choice
is often not the case. Many
employees are pressurised to
sign the opt out

The UK has the longest
working hours in Europe

e The public were told that the
opt out was only to be a
short-term transitional
measure.

¢ In addition there is real
concern over the proposed
changes to on-call working.

If the government refuses to
respond to the fair and just case
against the opt out, there will be
a worsening of employees’
working conditions. We should
remember that the opt out was
introduced by the Tories and
was opposed by the Labour
Party and TUC. If it was wrong
then, it is certainly wrong now.

Some employers and their
supporters in the media, argue
that working over 60 hours a
week is acceptable. No
delegate at this Conference
would take this view. It is time
we returned to a Social Europe
and not continue with this pro-
business, anti-worker agenda.

SUPPORT THE EMERGENCY MOTION

Support contemporary issues on workers in a
global economy concerning the European Court of
Justice judgements — from CWU / Unite / TSSA
and several CLPs
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We urge CLP delegates to vote for the following candidates:
Teresa Pearce (sitting member) — Rita Stephen

E Elections to the National Constitutional Committee %
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Shernanigans

The meeting of CLP delegates
with contemporary issues on
housing, following their success in
the priorities ballot, shows just
how unsatisfactory the new
process is. Nine CLPs had
submitted the following issues:
“Government must lead and fund
a council house building
programme”; six others were
included under the more general
heading “housing”, some of which
were much more “on- message”
and less focussed on council
housing.

Delegates were called to see
the CAC. Before they got into the
room, a member of the Party staff
sidled up to some delegates to
urge them to support guess which
text! After a polite introduction
from Jack Dromey and lain
Wright, junior Housing minister,
the chair proposes an “on-
message” delegate to move.

When this was challenged by a
delegate supporting the majority
policy position, the chair was
upheld by 6-5 in a very confusing
vote.

This sort of behaviour does not
bode well for the new process,
especially given all the effort the
platform has made to sell it as a
step forward for party democracy.

Delegates should be in
their seats early tomorrow
(Tuesday) to ensure they
are ready for the rule
changes from CLPs which
are the first item of
business.




Tackling fuel poverty

With the economy slowing and domestic fuel prices soaring the
party needs urgently to change its energy sector policies to prevent
a dramatic escalation in fuel poverty. The government’s attempts to
secure a voluntary agreement with the energy companies were
rebuffed and the recently announced package of measures are
woefully inadequate. A tax on the windfall profits of the energy
companies should be supported. Additionally the government
should review the ownership of the energy sector, as despite its
recent colossal profits there has been little investment in
renewable energy. Obscene profits are being made from essential
utilities, that if returned to public ownership could be directed to
eliminating fuel poverty.
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& “The monopoly of deciding whether to hold a leadership ¢
¥ election—a privilege MPs lost in 1981 when the Electoral College ¢
& was established—has been handed back to them. Had the rules ¢
¢ been respected party members would still be able—through the ¢
4 nomination process—to express their views.”

¢ Vladimir Derer, former Secretary of CLPD, ¢
¢ writing in 7ribune, 19 September 2008 ¢
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Conference assessment and
the way forward for Labour

Tuesday 23rd—6pm
Relish Bar, Great Northern Square (corner Peter Street and Deansgate—
just along from the Radisson)
Chair: Pete Willsman (NEC)
Speakers: Mohammed Azam, Ann Black (NEC), Kelvin Hopkins MP,
Jim Kennedy (NEC, UCATT), Peter Kenyon (NEC),
Christine Shawcroft (NEC), Walter Wolfgang (NEC)
Entry: £1 (Concessions 50p)

TODAY’S FRINGE MEETINGS

Unite Against Fascism
What strategy to defeat the
BNP?

6pm Jury’s Inn

Speakers include: Ken Livingstone,
Mohammed Azam,

Billy Hayes CWU, Sabby Dhalu

Tony Benn, Katy Clark MP,
Alice Mahon, Jeremy Corbyn MP,
Kate Hudson CND, Ann Cryer MP

Labour Representation Committee
Political crisis, economic

crisis... There is an alternative
7.30pm The Mechanics Institute
Speakers include: Tony Benn,
Katy Clark MP, Billy Hayes CWU,
John McDonnell MP,

Mark Serwotka PCS,

Elaine Smith MSP,

Matt Wrack FBU

CND

Opposing US missile defence
7pm Novotel Hotel

Speakers include:

Lubomir Zaoralek MP Czech

Shadow Foreign Minister,

Defend finance
workers’ jobs

The first victims of a banking crisis
are always the employees. Unite,
with many members in the finance
sector is moving an Emergency
Motion today calling for a review
of banking regulation to avert
further disasters. This should be
supported.

The expansion of the financial
sector grew out of Thatcher’s
deregulation measures. The
subsequent growth of the sector has
meant that in some areas
institutions are dominant
employers. Tighter regulation of
banks is required to ensure that
inexperienced managers are not
permitted to gamble with people’s
life savings or the jobs of their
staff’s. Jobs at Northern Rock
have been lost and workers at
HBOS are under threat.

The Bank of England has almost
admitted that it was sleeping on its
job of regulation before the run on
Northern Rock. Brown assisted
Lloyds’ takeover of HBOS in order
to avoid a repeat of the crisis that
led to the collapse of Northern
Rock.

It is ironic, that faced with
similar but magnified
circumstances in America, the
Bush government has chosen to
intervene to save its two largest
mortgage banks and to ease lending
between banks. These measures
will go some way to save US jobs.
The British government should be
as decisive.

SUPPORT THE UNITE
EMERGENCY ON BANKING

No such thing as a free lunch
Nor information. Campaign Briefing,
is produced by volunteers, but we
have yet to find anybody giving
away paper and ink!

So when you see us tomorrow
(and Wednesday) with buckets in
hand, please be generous. Campaign
Briefing will have a cover price of
£2 for the week.




