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Priorities Ballot:  don’t waste your vote 
CLPs are allowed to pick four issues for debate, 

and the Trade Unions another four.  Every year, 
CLPs waste their votes by picking issues the Trade 
Unions have already picked, and waste the 
opportunity to raise important subjects.  Don’t let 
this happen again. 

Congratulations to the many CLPs who raised 
the windfall tax as a contemporary issue – it could 
be the most important topic of the week.  
However, CLPs don’t need to vote to prioritise it.  
All of the  unions have already agreed as a block 
they will prioritise: Tackling Fuel Poverty (the 
Windfall Tax), Energy Regulation, Employment 
Rights and Workers in a Global Economy. So these 
will already be on the agenda and CLPs should not 
waste their votes on them. 

There is uncertainty about the exact subject 
titles of other issues but we would urge strong 
support for the issue of Georgia – the 
Government’s slavish support for the US line 
invites a new Cold War. And, in the week of the 

biggest global financial crisis since 1929 it is vital 
that conference discusses the Economy. 

The continuing importance of confronting 
repossessions and the need for social housing 
with a major council house building programme 
makes Housing a vital priority again.  The 
ownership of monopoly Water companies who 
hold the public to ransom also needs to be 
addressed. 
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DON’T PRIORITISE: 
• Windfall Tax (“Tackling Fuel Poverty”) 
• Energy (regulation) 
• Employment Rights 
• Workers in a Global Economy 
                ...THEY’RE ALREADY CHOSEN!  

VOTE FOR: 
• Georgia 
• The Economy 

 
• Housing 
• Water (ownership) 

In the face of the recent media 
onslaught, stoked up by a few 
disgruntled New Labour MPs, the 
Party needs to focus on the 
progressive policy changes needed 
to win.  In doing this it is 
important to make a dispassionate 
assessment of how we’ve got 
where we are. 

Our Party’s peak of political 
success since 1945 was under John 
Smith/Margaret Beckett in the 
Euro-elections in 1994 when we 
won 62 seats.  Since then it has 
been downhill all the way.  Under 
Tony Blair we had so-called 
triangulated neo-liberal domestic 

policies, the destruction of the 
democratic structures of the Party 
and the illegal invasion of a 
sovereign country with an obscene 
number of casualties.  After that 
support has ebbed away.  The 
Brent East by-election recorded a 
29% swing against us and our total 
vote in 2005 was less than in 1979 
when we lost.  Serious 
misjudgements by Gordon Brown 
(the 75p pension increase, the 
abolition of the 10p tax rate, the 
election that never was), together 
with the effects of the economic  
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Rally:  

Real Change Needed 
 

Sat 20th 7pm Mechanics Centre 
103 Princess Street 
 

Speakers include:  
Diane Abbott MP ▪ Tony Benn 
Katy Clark MP ▪ Jeremy Corbyn MP 
Ann Cryer MP ▪ Ian Gibson MP  
Kelvin Hopkins MP  
John McDonnell MP  
Linda Riordan MP  
Alan Simpson MP ▪ David Taylor MP 
Mike Wood MP 



Support CLPs’ 
democratic rights: 
oppose gagging by the 
CAC 
 

The following CLPs submitted rule changes that 
have been thrown in the bin by the Conference 
Arrangements Committee (CAC).  Their delegates 
may go to the rostrum today to seek a fair 
hearing — Twickenham, Hampstead and Kilburn, 
East Devon, Orpington, Meriden, Islington South & 
Finsbury, Beckenham, Ilford South, Gloucester, 
and Lewisham Deptford. 

Conference should support them so that it can 
have the opportunity to consider these rule 
proposals. The CAC has deemed them all to be 
out of order by using a highly controversial and 
catch-all interpretation of the ‘3-year-rule’. Party 
rules state that when a Conference decision has 
been made on a rule change proposal, no further 
amendment to that “part” of the rules will be 
permitted for 3 years. The key word here, of 
course, is ‘part’.  

In other words, if a CLP seeks to amend a 
completely different ‘part’ of a long clause in the 
Rule Book, compared to other parts that may have 
been recently amended, then that is in order. The 
CAC has ignored the significance of the word ‘part’ 
and applied a catch-all interpretation. This is 
unacceptable and any challenge from ruled out 
CLPs, insisting that the Rule Book is correctly 
interpreted, should be given full support. The CAC 
has also ruled out proposed rule changes to 
clauses that have not even been voted on in the 
last 3 years, so there is no way this can be 
justified. 

crisis has simply reinforced the downhill slide. 
The Tory press are promoting David Miliband and 

Alan Johnson.  But they both, to a greater or lesser 
extent, are committed to Blairite policies and as such 
are part of the problem and not part of the solution. 
Predictably the Blairite cheerleaders in the press 
treated Miliband’s recent vapid out-pourings as if they 
were the wisdom of Solomon.  The general public are 
not so easily taken in. 

Under any new leader we may well have to have an 
early election, which we would lose.  Under Gordon 
Brown we have nearly two years of a Labour 
government.  If the Labour movement exerts 
sufficient pressure there is no reason why the 
government shouldn’t change direction and carry out 
policies to benefit millions of voters.  This way 
forward requires party activists and unions to up their 
game and use every avenue to mount such pressure.  
From feedback that the four NEC members supported 
by the Grassroots Alliance have been getting in recent 
months it is clear that party members favour this way 
forward. 

Peter Willsman 
Secretary – Campaign for Labour Party Democracy 

and NEC member 

Sinn Fein 

Towards a united Ireland 
Sunday 21st - 1pm  
Arora International Hotel, Princess Street 
Speaker: Raymond McCartney, Sinn Fein 

Dump the Blairite sirens 
continued 

CAC prevented debate on 
the 10p tax band cut 

Delegates may be unaware that contemporary 
resolutions on the proposed cutting of the 10p tax 
band were submitted to last year’s Annual 
Conference. The CAC ruled them out of order, 
claiming they were not ‘contemporary’.  The CAC did 
the party no service by gagging this debate. The 
mistaken policy, effectively shifting money from the 
lowest earners to middle earners, has cost the party 
considerable electoral support.  Proof, yet again, that 
party activists have good political judgement.  They 
need to be listened to, not treated with contempt. 

Forthcoming fringe meetings 

“I was  imprisoned for my role in Baring’s 
collapse. Who will face justice for this 
recklessness today?” 

Nick Leeson      
Guardian  19 Sept 2008  

Conference assessment and the way  
forward for Labour 
Tuesday 23rd—6pm 
Relish Bar, Deansgate (next to Radisson) 


