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Reject the Housing Annex 
“Whilst we welcome the 
concession made at Warwick to 
allow local authorities to bid for 
Social Housing Grant to build 
first class council homes this is 
not sufficient to justify taking our 
foot off the pedal now.  Without 
substantial new funding the 
concession is largely symbolic. 
 Crucially, government has not 
provided a solution for embattled 
authorities with existing council 
housing who are either unable to 
meet the Decent Homes 

Standard without additional 
resources or maintain this 
standard in future years.  
The alliance between tenants, 
trade unions, councillors and 
MPs is starting to demonstrate 
benefits. We would be doing all 
our members and supporters a 
disservice by letting up on our 
efforts now.” 

Austin Mitchell MP 
Chair, House of Commons 

Council Housing Group 
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Support Calder Valley and 
other rule changes 

CLPs have submitted several rule 
changes this year, many of which 
will enhance the party’s 
democratic structures but 
several NEC changes should be 
treated with caution. 

Past practice has been for the 
platform to take the rule changes 
in a single debate with card 
votes on each rule change at the 
end, which can be confusing. 

We urge support for the following 
rule changes: 

• Chap 1, Clause 1:  Islington 
North CLP is seeking to define 
the legal territory in which the 
party operates as Britain 
(England, Scotland and 
Wales).  This will help advance 
the peace process in Northern 
Ireland – one of Labour’s 
finest achievements – and 
avoid any more expensive 

legal settlements to appease 
questionable challenges on 
equalities grounds.  It will also 
avoid challenging our sister 
party in the Socialist 
International, the SDLP. 

• Rule 4b, 2b(i): Calder Valley 
and others seek to lower the 
threshold of MPs’ nominations 
for the post of Leader and 
Deputy when there is a 
vacancy from 12.5% to 7.5% 
(i.e. from 45 to 27 MPs in the 
current Parliament).  This 
could benefit potential 
candidates from all wings of 
the party.  Note that it does 
not apply to contests against 
a sitting leader. 

• Chap 11b: Lancaster and 
Fleetwood CLP seek to 
extend democracy in Young 

Continued over 

More 
Shenanigans 

“These are the CAC people we’d like 
you to vote for”, a Yorkshire NPF rep 
was overheard saying to a first time 
delegate from her city of Sheffield, 
discretely passing over a list of the 
conference platfom’s favoured 
candidates.  Keen also to arrange 
suitably supportive speakers for the 
Crime & Justice debate, she also 
sounded out this delegate’s views on 
equal pay and equalities before 
reporting back on her mobile phone.   
We also hear that several NPF 
members in other regions were 
actively encouraging CLP delegates to 
support the union contemporary issues 
in the priorities ballot and so waste 
their vote.  The manipulative role 
previously played by some Party staff 
seems to have been outsourced!  But 
there is still some in-house activity. A 
Regional Director was heard 
encouraging a hapless delegate to vote 
against the Emergency Motion from 
the unions opposing the opt out from 
the Working Time Directive. 

Mystery 
speaker? 

Who was the female “delegate” de-
scribed as from “Richmond Park CLP” 
who spoke in the debate on the Work-
ing Time Directive? She argued that 
the opt out was popular. Not, it seems, 
with delegates in the hall given that it 
only received 15 votes. Nor, it seems, 
was she the delegate from Richmond 
Park, who is male. So who was she? 

“Indispensible”, and only £2 
for 5 issues 
Michael White described Campaign Briefing in 
his Guardian blog as “indispensible”. If you 
missed our buckets today, we will have them 
again tomorrow!  



Yet More Shenanigans 
 

We hear there was a “political briefing” organised for 
West Midlands CLP delegates this week.  How generous 
of Robert Flello, MP for Stoke South, to give his time to 
explain the historic role of the trade unions in the 
founding of the Labour Party!  And how imaginitive of 
Brother Bob to suggest that the contemporary issues 
priorities ballot was a good opportunity for CLPs to 
demonstrate support for the unions (and thus waste their 
vote)! 
 

Brother Bob also questioned the need for extra debates.  
After all, he said, debates involve unhelpful division. 

The Right target T&G 
 

A glance at Appendix I to CAC Report 3 reveals the 
strength of the Right wing among CLP delegates at 
this conference. The Right had a slate for the CAC 
elections on Sunday.  This included four of the five 
union nominees, but did not include Mike Murphy of 
Unite (TGWU).   
 

In place of Mike, the forces of darkness supported 
Andy Furlong, a hard right NPF CLP member in the 
East Midlands.  Unfortunately, the CLP section at 
conference is becoming something of a rotten 
borough. Some 200 CLPs have not sent delegates and 
many of those that have fail to mandate their delegate.  
It is also not unusual for regional officials to mislead 
delegates by telling them that mandating is not 
permissible. 
 

NEC Political Bias 
 

It has always been custom and practice that the NEC 
Chair is chosen strictly by seniority.  And where two 
have identical lengths of service, the choice is 
alphabetical. 
 

Christine Shawcroft is now the most senior member.  
Last year she should have been nominated for vice-
chair but was brushed aside with no attempt at any 
justification. 
 

This is by no means the only example of political 
bias.  Yet again Christine, Peter Willsman and Walter 
Wolfgang were denied a speaking slot on behalf of 
the NEC.  But, of course “trusty” Peter Wheeler, was 
given a slot.  Wheeler also has a daily column in the 
official conference newspaper.  Shawcroft, Willsman, 
Wolfgang, and Wheeler are all members of the 
NEC’s CLP section.  Wheeler has the least support 
amongst party members having come bottom of the 
six elected. This despite being promoted as the NEC 
speaker at regional conferences. 

TUESDAY FRINGE MEETINGS 
Defend And Extend Abortion Rights 
12.45pm, The Rain Bar, Gt. Bridgewater Street 
 

Palestine Solidarity Palestine: The Way Forward 
12.45pm, Palace Hotel, Oxford Street 

Labour by ensuring elections for the Executive 
officers at YL conference.   

Rule changes submitted by the NEC are less 
helpful to the party and need to be studied 
closely: 

• Rule 2C.2: This stops CLPs getting the whole 
membership sub in a General Election year. 
Subs are being raised in line with inflation. 

• Rule 3A.1: Do support this proposal to permit 
more delegates from CLPs where membership 
justifies it, as originally proposed by Bethnal 
Green and Bow CLP last year. 

• Rule 3A.1(b): NEC member Ann Black has 
campaigned to do away with the interpretation 
of the rule which prevents CLPs sending a man 
to Conference if they were unable to find a 
women delegate the previous year.  We urge 
support. 

• Rule 4C.3: [This has been withdrawn as it was 
opposed by the unions.] 

• Rule 5D: Will introduce a £25 per month levy 
on CLPs up to the 2014 Euro-election 
campaign which will bankrupt smaller CLPs and 
there is no guarantee this money will ever be 
used for this purpose given the dire state of the 
party’s coffers. 

• Chap 6: The changes to the disciplinary section 
should be opposed as they allow all-member 
meetings to initiate charges against members 
and could become a kangaroo court. 

Conference assessment and          
the way  forward for Labour 

 

6pm—Relish Bar, Great Northern Square  
(Near corner of Peter St & Deansgate—behind Bar 38) 

Chair: Pete Willsman (NEC) 
Speakers: Mohammed Azam 

Ann Black (NEC)    *  Kelvin Hopkins MP  
Jim Kennedy (NEC, UCATT)  * Peter Kenyon (NEC)  

Christine Shawcroft (NEC)  * Walter Wolfgang (NEC) 
Entry: £1 (Concessions 50p) 

Rule changes—continued 


