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Children of Gaza Under Fire Exhibition

“Gaza is bleeding …. crying…. shouting…. Please save us”. So pleads one child in the ‘Loss of Innocence’ exhibition currently showing as part of ‘Children Of Gaza Under Fire’, put together by the Network of Oxford Women (NOW) for Peace and Justice and on show at Fusion Arts in East Oxford.

‘Loss of Innocence’ consists of artworks by Gaza’s children, collected by Rod Cox in early 2009 just after Israel stopped the tragic onslaught of Operation Cast Lead which left about 350 of Gaza’s children dead.

Putting it together was no easy task. First Rod had to get hold of the pictures, then he had to transport them. The vehicle he planned to use was confiscated by the Israeli authorities. He was unable to carry the rest and as Gaza has no postal service his only option was to entrust them to a courier who had to go via Israel, which then censored some of the pictures. Eventually he managed to send them through the tunnels dug between Gaza and Egypt.


We are lucky that so many of the pictures reached us. They demonstrate the trauma that affects everyone in Gaza after 1,500 of its people were killed and a further 5,000 wounded, a trauma that inflicts particular damage on the children, many of whom were badly injured, witnessed the death of their loved ones and experienced the devastation caused by Israel’s phosphorous bombs. As well as illustrating the psychological impact of this trauma the exhibition shows the children’s hopes for a peaceful future.

Images such as flags symbolising national pride, trees representing love of their land, doves symbolising hopes for peace and the bombs, guns and blood that portray the brutality of the war all recur in the pictures. The pictures also demonstrate the children’s’ fears that the world is not interested in their plight. For example a cartoon shows a bird asking “How is Gaza?” not noticing that beneath it Gaza is being strangled by a serpent.

The pictures also tell the stories of individual children such as Ibrahim whose neighbours were killed when his apartment block was blown up, Mohanned whose home was demolished by a Caterpillar bulldozer crushing his siblings and parents to death, and Zaher whose older brothers were killed leaving him as the family breadwinner at the age of 15, spending 7 hours each day at work and 5 at school.
As well as ‘Loss of Innocence’, the ‘Children of Gaza Under Fire’ exhibition includes a wealth of background material reminding us of the devastating impact of the war on Gaza. The material includes photos, newspaper articles, a fascinating 1.5 hour DVD compilation and a list of the names of children who died. The exhibition also brings us to the present day, with information about the recent UN fact finding mission (the Goldstone Report) and the Israeli war crimes it exposed. It also reminds us that the suffering in Gaza continues.
‘Children of Gaza Under Fire’ reminds us that the impact of Israel’s onslaught on Gaza is about human lives not just statistics. It also reminds us that damage lasts long after the bombing stops and affects future generations. As the Goldstone Report put it, the people of Gaza feel completely abandoned by the international community and this leads to a sense of numbness, frustration and pain, which ultimately can have dangerous consequences individually and collectively. To protest about the bombing is not enough. We must continue to demand justice for the children of Gaza and an end to the brutal Israeli blockade which has not ceased even after the bombing stopped. As the exhibition so amply demonstrates, Gaza is crying out for our help. One small way to help is by donating to the Gaza Community Mental Health Programme, to which all proceeds from the exhibition will go.

If you missed ‘Children of Gaza Under Fire’ at Fusion Arts, there will be another opportunity to see it at Oxford Town Hall from 19 to 30 January.
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